
ST. NICHOLAS HURST PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, SCHOOL ROAD, HURST 

ON MONDAY 4th November 2019 AT 7.30 p.m. 
 

PRESENT:    Councillors W. Smith (in the Chair), 
Curry, Holdstock, Larkin, Lyon, 
Mansfield, Pilgrim, I Smith and Stephenson. 
 

 APOLOGIES:  Councillor Turvey. 
 

  OFFICERS:   Mrs. M. Bradshaw (Clerk). 
    
 
8896     Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Turvey. 
 
 

8897 Prejudicial Interest 
 

 There were no prejudicial interests to declare. 
 
 
8898 Minutes 

 
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 7th October 2019 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
8899 Matters Arising 
  
 There were no matters arising. 

 
 
Public Forum 
 

8900 There were no members of the public in attendance.  
 
 
8901 Neighbourhood Planning 

 
The Clerk confirmed that over 300 neighbourhood planning questionnaires 
had been received. The next meeting of the Working Group will take place on 
the 11th November 2019. The meeting will discuss the analysis of the returned 
questionnaires and the process for gaining additional grant funding.  It is 
understood that Bell Cornwell can be commissioned to analysis the 
questionnaires and produce a preliminary report. Additionally, they can apply 
for further grant funding on the Parish Council’s behalf.   
 
 
 
 



8902 Church Hill Petition 
 
The Chairman confirmed that he had been in contact once more with WBC 
regarding the markings and signage to be placed on the bend of Church Hill.  
The Officer from WBC, who was previously dealing with the case, is now on 
long term sick leave and to this end another Officer has picked up the case.   
The Officer has already visited the site and has agreed to draw up new plans 
for the Parish Council’s consideration. 
 
RESOLVED:  
 

• the Chairman to circulate WBC’s proposals once received.  
 

 
8903 St Nicholas Churchyard 
 

The Chairman confirmed that the memorial bench is now in situation within 
the churchyard and will be the subject of an official handing over ceremony on 
Remembrance Sunday.  The Chairman and Councillor Curry to attend the 
service on behalf of the Parish Council.  The Chairman and Councillor 
Holdstock were thanked for their work with the installation.  
 
With regards to the churchyard, Members discussed a planning application 
which had recently been received – 192754.  They noted, with horror, that an 
ancient Yew tree located within the churchyard may be potentially felled as 
part of a planning application which has been submitted by the Church. It was 
noted that the tree lies within the conservation area and is thought to be in 
healthy condition.  It is estimated to be 500 years old. It was unclear as to 
whether the tree is the subject of a tree preservation order (TPO) and the 
Clerk agreed to seek clarification from WBC regarding this.  

 
It was noted that the precedent had been set recently when a similar Yew tree 
located at the Hurst Bowling club (also in the conservation area) was not 
felled. 

 
RESOLVED:  
 

• the Clerk to contact both the Tree Officer and Development Control at 
WBC to seek advice regarding the potential felling of the Yew tree and 
its TPO status.   

 
 

8904 Parish Council website 
 

The Chairman confirmed that a new website had now been designed for the 
Parish Council which aims to adhere as closely as possible to the Web 
Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG 2.0, Level AA), published by the 
World Wide Web Consortium (W3C). An accessibility statement is published 
on the website to that effect.  The work had been undertaken by Fraser 
Bradshaw, the Clerk’s Son. The Chairman gave thanks for the excellent 
website which had been produced and sought Members agreement that 
Fraser Bradshaw be remunerated for the work undertaken. Members agreed 
unanimously.   
 



The Clerk confirmed that the new website would enable her to easily maintain 
it on a monthly basis.  It was very user friendly and would be owned by the 
Parish Council.  Duncan Kendall will continue to act as host for the Parish 
Council’s e-mail addresses.  
 
RESOLVED:  
 

• the Clerk to co-ordinate the logistics of transferring from the old to new 
website as soon as possible; and 

 

• Fraser Bradshaw to be remunerated in the value of £370 representing 
37 hours work at £10 per hour.   

  
 

8905 Planning Applications 
 
Members discussed the applications attached to these Minutes.  They had no 
adverse comments with regards to application 192086.  They objected to 
application 192747.  
 
The Chairman noted the appeal decision with regard to Appeal Ref: 
APP/X0360/W/19/3219847, Land adjacent to Cartref Farm, Islandstone Lane. 
He updated Members with regards to the proceedings which he had attended.    
 
 
RESOLVED:  
 

• the Clerk to communicate the Parish Council’s planning comments to WBC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
8906 Finance 
 

The following accounts were presented for approval this month: 
          

Nov-19

Main Fund CIL*

Neighbourhood 

Planning ** Total

Previous Balance £ 47980.87 23157.59 -624.81 70513.65

The following accounts are presented for approval this month:

Ref Expenditure - Payee

8.1 J. Roxburgh-Smith (watering at community orchard) 120.00

8.2 Hurst Cricket Club (ground rent 1/4/19-31/3/20) 250.00

8.3 M Bradshaw (reimbursement for McAfee virus protection) 99.99

8.4 M Bradshaw (reimbursement for Microsoft Office) 79.99

8.5 OCS (dog waste removal) 81.60

8.6 Royal Mail (postage for returned questionnaires) 105.34

8.7 Royal British Legion (2 no. wreaths) 50.00

8.8 SCS (grounds maintenance) 614.35

8.9 M Bradshaw Salary (Oct. 19) 988.65

(National Insurance) -32.36

(Pension) -39.55

Office 40.00

Phone 25.00

Mileage 2.35 984.09

8.10 HMRC (Employee's National Insurance) 32.36

8.11 NEST (Employee pension £39.55 + Employer pension £29.66) 69.21

2381.59 0.00 105.34 2486.93

Income

Dunt Lane rent (Nov. 19) 75.97

Total Income 75.97 0.00 0.00 75.97

Revised balance c/f 45675.25 23157.59 -730.15 68102.69  
 
 
The Clerk confirmed that it is becoming increasingly necessary for the Parish 
Council to have a debit card on the Council’s current account.  Many items 
are being purchased online where a card number needs to be entered for 
payment purposes.  Members agreed unanimously that this was necessary 
and Councillor W. Smith and Lyon, as the council’s authorised bank 
signatories, signed the bank mandate approving the debit card application.  
 
RESOLVED:  

• the accounts were approved for this month; and 

• the Clerk to send the bank mandate, applying for a debit card, to the Council’s 
bank. 

  
 

        

8907 St Nicholas Night 
 
The Clerk confirmed that all necessary arrangements were in place for St. 
Nicholas Night.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8908 Correspondence 
 
  Dinton Pastures 
 

The Clerk presented to Members a request from WBC to part fund a new 
pond dipping platform at Dinton Pastures.  The cost of the project is £26,495 
and WBC are seeking £16,495 from the Parish Council.  Members agreed 
unanimously that they were not minded to support the project.  It was felt that 
funds should be available from within Dinton Pastures income streams to 
support this type of expenditure.  CIL monies in the possession of the Parish 
Council are to be directed at higher priority projects within the village.  

 
In addition, the Chairman reminded Members that a drop in session is to be 
held at Dinton Pastures on the 15th November 2019, to showcase proposed  
plans for the new activity centre. He encouraged Members to attend. 

 
RESOLVED: the Clerk to report back to WBC stating that the Parish Council 
is not minded to support this CIL request. 

 
 
  Community Orchard 
 

The Chairman circulated to Members a note which resulted from a visit to the 
community orchard by a wildlife expert and local parishioner.  The wildlife 
expert was able to provide significant information as to how best the wildlife 
and foliage in the orchard could be encouraged and nurtured. His thoughts 
were of considerable value and greatly appreciated by Members.   

 
The Chairman confirmed that SCS will mow the bank adjacent to Church Hill 
this coming Friday with a view to the daffodil bulbs being planted this month 
ready for the spring.    

  
 

8909 Information Reports 
 

There were no reports to bring to this meeting.  
  

 
The meeting ended at 8.50 p.m. 

  
 
Signed................................................... 
 
Date............................................……... 


