
ST. NICHOLAS HURST PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, SCHOOL ROAD, HURST 

ON MONDAY 2nd December 2019 AT 7.30 p.m. 
 

PRESENT:    Councillors W. Smith (in the Chair), 
Curry, Holdstock, Larkin, Lyon, 
Mansfield, Pilgrim, I Smith, Stephenson and 
Turvey. 
 

  OFFICERS:   Mrs. M. Bradshaw (Clerk). 
    
 
8910     Apologies for Absence 
 

There were no apologies for absence. 
 
 

8911 Prejudicial Interest 
 

 There were no prejudicial interests to declare. 
 
 
8912 Minutes 

 
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th November 2019 were approved as 
a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
8913 Matters Arising 
  
 There were no matters arising. 

 
 
Public Forum 
 

8914 There were no members of the public in attendance.  
 
 
8915 Neighbourhood Planning 

 
The Clerk confirmed that the completed questionnaires had now been passed 
to Bell Cornwell for analysis and to enable a report to be produced.  The 
report is anticipated before Christmas.  Once the report is received sessions 
will be arranged late January/early February 2020 to present to Parishoners 
the findings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8916 Church Hill Petition 
 
The Chairman confirmed that he had not received any plans back from 
Wokingham Borough Council (WBC) regarding the markings and signage to 
be placed on the bend of Church Hill.   
 
Councillor Stephenson reported that a member of the Hurst Bowling Club had 
made him aware of potential grant opportunities through the Road Safety 
Trust.  The potential of acquiring any financial support through this 
organisation is current being pursued.   
 
RESOLVED:  
 

• the Chairman to chase WBC for an update.   
 

  
8917 Planning Applications 

 
There were no planning applications to bring to this meeting.  
 
The Chairman noted two pending appeals in relation to Lodge Road (appeal 

commences tomorrow) and Land adjacent to Whistley Green Cottage, 
Broadwater Lane.  The latter appeal is written representations only with 
no public enquiry being held.     
 

 
8918 Finance 
 

The following accounts were presented for approval this month: 
          

Dec-19

Main Fund CIL*

Neighbourhood 

Planning ** Total

Previous Balance £ 45675.25 23157.59 -730.15 68102.69

The following accounts are presented for approval this month:

Ref Expenditure - Payee

9.1 Castle Water (allotments Sept 19) 18.36

9.2 Castle Water (allotments Oct 19) 18.97

9.3 Wix (website hosting for 3 years 17/11/19 - 17/11/22) 302.40

9.4 F Bradshaw (website design 37 hrs @ £10ph) 370.00

9.5 Royal Mail (questionnaire returns) 64.31

9.6 SLCC (annual membership 2020) 161.00

9.7 OCS (dog waste removal) 81.60

9.8 SSE (School Rd) 54.21

9.9 W Smith (St Nicholas night expenses) 104.17

9.10 M Bradshaw Salary (Nov. 19) 988.65

(National Insurance) -32.36

(Pension) -39.55

Office 40.00

Phone 25.00

Mileage 2.35 984.09

9.11 HMRC (Employee's National Insurance) 32.36

9.12 NEST (Employee pension £39.55 + Employer pension £29.66) 69.21

 2196.37 0.00 64.31 2260.68

Income

CIL (Valley Nurseries) 110250.00

WBC 55.93

Dunt Lane rent (Dec. 19) 75.97

Total Income 131.90 110250.00 0.00 110381.90

Revised balance c/f 43610.78 133407.59 -794.46 176223.91  
 



The Draft Budget for 2020/21 was presented to Members.  The following 
matters were noted: 
 

• provision needs to be made specifically for play equipment 
refurbishment.  Play equipment is major expenditure and a fund needs 
to be accumulated to plan for any future refurbishments or 
replacements; 

 

• provision should be made for litter picking.  Whilst WBC litter pick 
major highways they do not litter pick within the Parishes on more 
minor roads.  The Parish is currently blighted with known hotspots for 
litter waste and the Chairman felt it important that professional litter 
pickers be sought to address the problem.  Members agreed 
unanimously;  

 

• footpaths and public rights of way need to be subject to an audit to 
ascertain responsibilities between the Parish Council and WBC.  It is 
unclear, at present, where exact responsibility lays; and  

 

• expenditure to date on “youth” has been insignificant and the 
Chairman felt strongly that the Parish’s youth need supporting. 
Parishoners are largely unaware of the Parish Council’s ability to 
match fund support for talented sports people.  Members agreed that 
provision, particularly for teenagers, is poor.  The Chairman felt that 
the Hurst Village Halls were not being used to their full potential as a 
parish facility.  Councillors discussed at length the ageing condition of 
the Scout Hut and considered whether CIL monies could be directed 
to help fund a new, all encompassing, parish facility to replace the 
existing Scout Hut.  Councillor Curry noted that an expert project 
manager would be needed to manage such a process and this 
expertise was not readily available with the village.  Councillor Lyon 
queried whether such expertise could be bought in.  It was concluded 
that the first steps would be for Councillor Curry, in her capacity as the 
Parish Council representative on the Hurst Village Halls Committee, to 
speak to Trustees and seek their support going forward.   

 
RESOLVED:  

▪ the Clerk to seek quotes for a suitable litter picker; 
▪ the Clerk to speak to WBC regarding responsibility for 

footpaths and public rights of way;  
▪ Councillor Curry to meet with the Hurst Village Halls 

Committee in January 2020; and 
▪ The final budget for 2020/21 to be agreed at the January 2020 

meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
 

8919 Correspondence 
 
 Thankyou Card 
 

The Clerk circulated a card of thanks to the Parish Council from ex-Councillor 
Christine Lambert. 

  
 



 Lavell’s Wetland Trust (LVT) 
 

The Clerk circulated an e-mail from the Chief Visionary Officer of LVT 
requesting that he attends a future Parish Council meeting.  LVT has been 
fortunate enough to make a successful application for a grant from Network 
Rail to enhance, expand and improve wetland habitats at their nature reserve 
– Lea Farm Lake, within Hurst Parish. They wish to discuss with the Parish 
Council their application. 

 
RESOLVED: the Clerk to invite LVT to the January 2020 meeting of the 
Parish Council.  

 

 
8920 Information Reports 
 

There were no reports to bring to this meeting.  
  

 
The meeting ended at 8.55 p.m. 

  
 
Signed................................................... 
 
Date............................................……... 


