
ST. NICHOLAS HURST PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, SCHOOL ROAD, HURST 

ON MONDAY 7th October 2019 AT 7.30 p.m. 
 

PRESENT:    Councillors W. Smith (in the Chair), 
Curry, Holdstock, Larkin, Lyon, 
Mansfield, Pilgrim, I Smith and Turvey. 
 
One Member of the Public. 
 
Simon Price, Wokingham Borough Council 
(WBC). 
Sergeant Phillip Ashlee, Thames Valley Police 
(TVP). 
 

  OFFICERS:   Mrs. M. Bradshaw (Clerk). 
    
 
8881     Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Stephenson. 
 
 

8882 Prejudicial Interest 
 

 There were no prejudicial interests to declare. 
 
 
8883 Minutes 

 
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 2nd September 2019 were approved 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
8884 Matters Arising 
  
 The following matters were noted: 
 

• clearance work to the Village pond has started and the pond is slowly 
filling due to recent heavy rainfall. 

 
 
Public Forum 
 

8885 The Chairman welcomed Maggie Sanderson to the public forum. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8886 Neighbourhood Planning 
 
The Clerk confirmed that, to date, 263 completed neighbourhood planning 
questionnaires had been received. This was extremely pleasing and 
represents approximately a third of those dispatched. The consultation runs 
until the 20th October 2019.  The Chairman confirmed that the next steps 
were to analyse the responses and apply for additional grant funding.  
 
RESOLVED: the Clerk to liaise with Bell Cornwell to seek advice regarding 
both questionnaire analysis and grant funding. 
 
 

8887 Tape Lane redevelopment 
 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Simon Price from WBC.  Mr Price confirmed that 
the Tape Lane redevelopment was imminently nearing completion with a 
practical completion date of the 29th November 2019 anticipated.  The 
Chairman confirmed that the build had run very smoothly with very little 
reported problems.  Councillor Curry, a resident of Tape Lane, confirmed that 
the site foreman had been extremely accommodating and wished her thanks 
to be passed on.  Mr Price thanked the Parish Council for the very positive 
feedback which he would pass on to Officers and Contractors alike.  
 
Mr Price explained how that, following WBC’s announcement of a climate 
emergency, further work will be undertaken to install additional solar power in 
some of the homes.  He felt that this was a very important addition.  Members 
agreed.  
 
Councillor Curry added that she felt it would be very important to welcome 
new residents to the area.  The Chairman confirmed that families were 
important to support the local school.  Mr Price reassured Members that 
residents would be selected against certain criteria.  An open day, similar to 
the recently highly successful Alms-houses open day, would be organised so 
all interested stakeholders/community groups could view the new homes.  
 
Mr Price thanked Members for their time and left the meeting at 7.50pm.  
 
RESOLVED: Mr Price to advice the Clerk of the planned date for the open 
day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8888 Community Speed watch/Church Hill Petition 
 
The Chairman welcomed Sergeant Phillip Ashlee from TVP who introduced 
himself and his team. Following his site visit to Church Hill with the Chairman 
and Councillor Stephenson, he confirmed that the site was unique and 
problematic.  As the road is a national speed limit stretch, the police are not 
able to implement enforcement as no drivers are technically speeding.  There 
has been no reported history of accidents or major incidents – he encouraged 
any to be immediately reported.  He confirmed that Community Speed Watch 
schemes are not permitted to operate on national speed limit roads. He did 
confirm, however, that these conclusions did not sit comfortably with him, 
given the dangerous nature of the road and the potential for accident.  
Sergeant Ashlee would be happy to endorse any measures, within his 
authority, which the Parish Council wanted supporting.  
 
Members explained the various road calming measures which had been 
suggested by WBC and these were discussed at length in terms of what 
could work best, particularly within the conservation area.   It was felt that the 
warning of “On coming vehicles in middle of road” would concentrate attention 
as drivers approach the bend.  The Clerk confirmed that a positive 
recommendation to WBC Officers, of the Parish Council’s preferred 
measures, would be the most helpful way forward in achieving a resolution.  
The Chairman would revert back to WBC.   
 
The Chairman explained that the Parish Council had considered purchasing a 
Sentinel device where speed data would be sent directly through to the 
Police.  Sergeant Ashlee warned against spending this significant amount of 
money at this stage and said he would revert back to the Parish Council. He 
offered the services of a PCSO to attend and provide a presence when the 
Parish Council are using their “smiley face” vehicle activated sign.  
 
The Chairman confirmed that 38 volunteers had previously signed up and 
attended an information session at Wokingham Fire Station a couple of years 
ago.  The session had not been well run, which Sergeant Ashlee 
acknowledged. He also reminded members that Community Speed Watch 
volunteers are expected to work across Parishes and this is sometimes met 
with some reluctance.  
 
Discussion was held regarding crime levels in general within the Parish.  
Sergeant Ashlee confirmed that, whilst crime levels remain lower in Hurst, 
they are often of a more significant value.  At present, rogue traders and 
deception crime remain the largest worries. TVP hold a variety of “Have your 
Say” meetings and these are aimed to reach out to the more vulnerable 
communities who are not on social media where regular warnings/update are 
posted. The Chairman confirmed that he would be very happy to try and 
source a venue in Hurst for a similar session.  Sessions of this nature used to 
be held in Hurst but have lapsed in recent years - he believed it would be well 
received. In addition, Sergeant Ashlee offered to provide a regular crime 
update which could be included in the HVS newsletters.  
 
The Chairman thanked Sergeant Ashlee for his time and he left the meeting 
at 8.10pm.  
 
 
 



RESOLVED:  

• the Chairman to liaise with WBC regarding the Parish Council’s 
preferred traffic calming option;  

• the Clerk to advise HVS of the Police’s willingness to provide updates 
for the HVS newsletter; and 

• TVP to provide a PCSO presence when the Parish is using the “smiley 
face” vehicle activated sign.  

 
 

8889 St Nicholas Churchyard 
 

The Clerk confirmed that the memorial bench was now on order with 
anticipated delivery at the end of October 2019.  Installation would need to 
take place swiftly to ensure the bench is in situation for Remembrance Day.   
 
Members confirmed that two poppy wreaths should be ordered.  One for 
placing in Forest Road and the other for the Chairman to lay at St Nicholas 
Church memorial.   

 
RESOLVED:  
 

• the Clerk to arrange the ordering of two poppy wreaths.  
 
 

8890 Community Orchard 
 

The Chairman confirmed that SCS had been commissioned to replace the 
broken fencing in the community orchard.  Meshing had also been installed, 
so preventing dogs cutting through from the footpath to the orchard.   
 
 

8891 Parish Council website 
 

The Clerk informed Members that she had researched possibilities for a new 
website.  It would appear that significant sums can be paid to external 
companies or alternatively, fairly user friendly options could be created for 
free with some expertise required.  She confirmed that she was working on a 
new format which should be available for review in a couple of weeks time. In 
the meantime, she would liaise with current website’s host to see how the 
websites could be switched over in due course.    

 
RESOLVED: the Clerk to circulate details of the new website within the next 
couple of weeks for councillors’ consideration.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



8892 Planning Applications 
 
Members discussed the applications attached to these Minutes.  They had no 
adverse comments with regards to applications 191851 and 192321.  They 
objected to applications 192107, 192161, 192192 and 192208. They required 
additional time to discuss applications 192416, 191872 and 192486.  
 
The Chairman confirmed the appeal in relation to Islandstone Lane 
commenced tomorrow and encouraged councillors to attend if they could.   
 
RESOLVED:  
 

• the Clerk to communicate the Parish Council’s planning comments to WBC. 
 
 
8893 Finance 
 

The following accounts were presented for approval this month: 
          

 
Oct-19

Main Fund CIL*

Neighbourhood 

Planning ** Total

Previous Balance £ 30119.54 23157.59 1179.29 54456.42

The following accounts are presented for approval this month:

Ref Expenditure - Payee

7.1 Nick Currie (stump grinding in churchyard) 300.00

7.2 M Holdstock (reimbursement for post mix) 55.44

7.3 Cyan (bench for churchyard) 489.99

7.4 Fencing Products (stakes for neighbourhood planning banners) 47.52

7.5 M Bradshaw (reimbursement for live drive) 40.00

7.6 T Mansfield (reimbursement for signage) 57.60

7.7 M Bradshaw (reimbursement for daffodil bulbs and seed) 347.00

7.8 WBC (questionnaire printing) 1122.98

7.9 WBC (questionnaire postage) 633.6

7.10 OCS (dog waste removal) 81.60

7.11 Castle Water (allotments) 18.97

7.12 SCS (monthly grounds maintenance) 614.35

7.13 M Bradshaw Salary (Sept. 19) 988.65

7.14 (National Insurance) -32.36

(Pension) -39.55

Office 40.00

Phone 25.00

Mileage 2.35 984.09

7.15 HMRC (Employee's National Insurance) 32.36

7.16 NEST (Employee pension £39.55 + Employer pension £29.66) 69.21

3090.61 0.00 1804.10 4894.71

Income

Precept (50%) 20800.00

Dunt Lane rent (Sept & Oct. 19) 151.94

Total Income 20951.94 0.00 0.00 20951.94

Revised balance c/f 47980.87 23157.59 -624.81 70513.65

 

 
RESOLVED: the accounts were approved for this month. 

  
 

        

8894 Correspondence 
 
There was no correspondence to bring to this meeting.  
 



 
8895 Information Reports 
 

There were no reports to bring to this meeting.  
  

 
The meeting ended at 9 p.m.   
 
Signed................................................... 
 
Date............................................……... 


