
ST. NICHOLAS HURST PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, SCHOOL ROAD, HURST 

ON MONDAY 20TH MAY 2019 AT 7.30 p.m. 
 

PRESENT:    Councillors W. Smith (in the Chair), 
Curry, Holdstock, Larkin,  
Lyon, Pilgrim, I Smith and Stephenson. 
 

APOLOGIES:  Councillor Mansfield. 
 

  OFFICERS:   Mrs. M. Bradshaw (Clerk). 
    
 
8818     Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mansfield. 
 
 

8819 Prejudicial Interest 
 

 There were no prejudicial interests to declare. 
 
 
8820 Vacancy for a Parish Councillor 
 

A vacancy remains covering the village ward.  The Chairman welcomed 
parishoner, Mr Sam Turvey, who was in attendance to observe proceedings with a 
view to possibly joining the Parish Council.  

 
 
8821     Election of Chairman 
 

Councillor Larkin took the Chair to enable a Chairman and Vice-Chairman to be 
elected for the next Municipal Year.  Councillor Wayne Smith confirmed that he 
was willing to stand as Chair again.  No other nominations were received. This 
was proposed by Councillor Larkin and seconded by Councillor Holdstock. Agreed 
unanimously.  
 
RESOLVED: that Councillor Wayne Smith is elected Chairman for the current 
Municipal Year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8822    Election of Vice-Chairman 
 

Although unable to attend the meeting, Councillor Mansfield had confirmed to the 
Clerk his willingness to stand as Vice Chairman to Wayne Smith’s Chair.  No other 
nominations for Vice Chair were received. This was proposed by Councillor Lyon 
and seconded by Councillor Curry. Agreed unanimously. Councillor Wayne Smith 
returned to the Chair.  

 
RESOLVED:  that Councillor Tony Mansfield is elected as Vice-Chairman for the 
current Municipal Year.  

 
 
8823 Minutes 

 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on the 8th April 2019 were approved as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
8824 Matters Arising 
  
 The following matters were noted: 
 

• The storage container has now been sited at the Hurst Cricket Club and 
rent will be paid a year in advance to them; and 

 

• The Chairman had a small quantity of spare food waste kitchen caddies 
and larger food waste bins.  The Clerk confirmed she had sent out a tweet 
and that a note was on the website indicating that bins would be allocated 
on a “first come, first served” basis.  

  
 
Public Forum 
 

8825   The Chairman welcomed one member of the public to the public forum. Mr Turvey 
explained that he was a new resident to Hurst and his family were very much 
enjoying the village.  He was interested to learn of the work of the Parish Council 
and would give consideration to the current vacancy.    

 
 
8826    Appointment of Committees 

 
RESOLVED: that Members be appointed to the following Committees for the 
current Municipal Year: 
 
Allotments, Playing Fields and Ponds – Councillors Pilgrim, Curry, Larkin and 
Stephenson. 
Footpaths and Rights of Way – Councillors I Smith, Curry and Pilgrim. 
 
 
 
 



8827    Appointments of Representatives on Outside Bodies 
 
RESOLVED:  that Members be appointed to represent the Council as indicated: 
 
Village Halls – Councillor Curry. 
Campaign Against Waste – Councillor Curry. 
Parish Web Site Co-ordinator – Clerk with support from Councillor Lyon. 
Campaign to Protect Rural England – Councillor Larkin. 
Police Interface & NAG – Councillor Mansfield.  
Neighbourhood Planning Working Group – Councillors I Smith, Curry, Larkin and 
Stephenson (with meetings being administered by the Parish Clerk). 
 
 

8828 Planning Applications 
 
Members discussed the applications attached to these Minutes.  It was agreed 
that Members had no adverse comments with regards to applications 190669, 
190870, 191040, 190617, 190802 and 190944.  They objected to application 
190862. 
 
The Chairman confirmed that the Lodge Road appeal, previously refused by the 
Planning Inspector, had subsequently been challenged by the applicant.  The 
results is that the process will start again in approximately 8-12 weeks time.  

 
 
RESOLVED:  

• The Clerk to communicate the Parish Council’s planning comments to WBC.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8829  Finance 
 

The following accounts were presented for approval this month: 
 
May-19

Main Fund CIL*

Neighbourhood 

Planning ** Total

Previous Balance £ 31950.52 24997.89 2158.49 59106.90

The following accounts are presented for approval this month:

Ref Expenditure - Payee

2.1 M Bradshaw (reimbursement for PAT tester) 269.59

2.2 W Smith (expenses) 66.00

2.3 Parsons Containers Ltd (storage container & lock) 2604.00

2.4 OCS (dog waste removal) 69.90

2.5 NSALG (annual membership) 78.00

2.6 SCS (monthly grounds maintenance) 614.35

2.7 SCS (bollards at Martineau Green) 985.92

2.8 SCS (base for container) 723.60

2.9 SCS (repairs to Lodge Rd bridge) 3154.80

2.10 Thames Water (School Rd standpipe) 68.41

2.11 M Bradshaw (reimbursement for key cutting) 15.00

2.12 Rospa Play Safety (annual playpark inspections) 271.80

2.13 Playdale (repair to School Rd play equipment) 448.91

2.14 David Weller (internal audit fee 2018/19) 68.90

2.15 M Bradshaw Salary (April19) 988.65

(National Insurance) -32.36

(Pension) -39.55

Office 40.00

Phone 25.00

Mileage 2.35 984.09

2.16 HMRC (Employee's National Insurance) 32.36

2.17 NEST (Employee pension £39.55 + Employer pension £29.66) 69.21

7370.04 3154.80 0.00 10524.84

Income

VAT refund (2018/19) 3756.55

Allotment rents (2019/20) 525.00

Precept (40%) 16640.00

Duck house (50% contribution from HVS) 447.50

Total Income 21369.05 0.00 0.00 21369.05

Revised balance c/f 45949.53 21843.09 2158.49 69951.11

 
 

8830 Annual Governance Statement 2018/19 
 
The Clerk confirmed that the Internal Audit for 2018/19 had taken place on the 10th 
May 2019 and the resulting report had been circulated to all Members. Councillor 
Larkin thanked the Clerk, on behalf of the Parish Council, for her hard work. The 
Chairman signed, on behalf of the Parish Council, the Annual Governance 
Statement.     
 
 

8831 Accounting Statement 2018/19 
 
The Chairman signed, on behalf of the Parish Council, the Accounting Statements 
for 2018/19. 
 



8832 Neighbourhood Planning Update 

The Chairman explained that WBC will be issuing to all Borough residents a 
questionnaire in June asking residents to look at the profile of the Borough’s 
housing.  To this end, it was felt prudent and to avoid any risk of confusion, for the 
neighbourhood planning questionnaire to be slightly delayed until after the 
Borough one.  

 

8833 Community Speedwatch 

Councillor Stephenson presented his findings to Members following his recent 
conversations with both Woodley Town Council and Finchampstead Parish 
Council.  He concluded from the feedback he had received that there is a risk of 
data collected from the speed devices not being analysed by the Police.  He 
understood that a new Police Commissioner had recently been appointed and it 
would be important to get their buy in and commitment to any Speedwatch 
campaign prior to investment being made in a device.  

Councillor Lyon thanked Councillor Stephenson for his report which he had found 
informative. The Chairman reiterated that it was important to follow this through as 
the residents of Hurst have been promised action with the speeding issue in the 
Parish.  

RESOLVED: Councillor Stephenson to liaise with Thames Valley Police and seek 
assurances that, if a speed watch campaign is initiated, that data submitted to the 
Police will be analysed.  

 

8834 Rospa Play Park Inspections 

The Clerk reported that the three Parish playparks had been ROSPA inspected in 
April 2019 and the findings were good.  Risks identified were very low level and 
nothing warranted urgent attention.  

 

8835 Davis Street Playpark 

The Chairman informed Members that the Clerk and he had met with a 
representative from Wicksteed at Davis Street Playpark with a view to 
ascertaining what new equipment could be best installed.  An indicative quote had 
subsequently been provided indicating the “supply and install” price of various 
items of equipment suitable for the toddler age group.  

 

 



Discussion followed regarding what Members would like to see in the park.  
Councillor Stephenson and Pilgrim both opposed any investment in the park 
stating that the facility is not used and parking is unsuitable.  Councillor Curry 
advocated refurbishment of the park on the grounds that the Parish’s other 
facilities are well maintained and that Davis Street should be afforded the same.  
She felt that the facility at Dinton Pastures was only suitable for older children. 

Members concluded that additional quotes should be sought for one multiplay 
item suitable for toddlers.  This would enable them to form a judgement as to 
whether this would be good use of CIL monies. 

RESOLVED: the Clerk to obtain two further quotes for a similar multiplay item of 
equipment. 

 

8836 Correspondence 

Tenancy of Dunt Lane field 

The Clerk informed Members that the current three year lease on Dunt Lane field 
expires on the 31/7/19.  Members agreed that the tenant has been good and 
considered it appropriate to approach them to ascertain if they wished to continue 
with a similar lease going forward. 

RESOLVED: the Clerk to contact the tenant to ascertain if they wish to continue 
for the next three years with the tenancy of Dunt Lane field.  

 

Councillor Training 

The Clerk informed Members of a training opportunity being co-ordinated by 
Woodley Town Council.  The training covers all aspects of being a Councillor and 
is being provided on two alternative evening dates. Councillors Lyon and I Smith 
conformed they wished to attend.  

RESOLVED: the Clerk to book both Councillor Lyon and I Smith on to the training 
seminars. 

   

Complaint regarding noise 

It was noted that a complaint had been received regarding excessively loud noise 
disseminating from Hurst House post midnight.  

 

 

 



Community Orchard 

 A number of items were discussed regarding the Community Orchard and the 
 following agreed: 

RESOLVED: 

• Signage to be placed stating that the Community Orchard is a dog free zone; 

• Waste bins to be installed to encourage responsible cleaning up after use; and 

• Wild daffodils to be planted on embankment adjacent to Church Hill. 

 

Martineau Green 

A number of items were discussed regarding Martineau Green and the following 
agreed: 

RESOLVED: 

• Additional dog waste bin to be installed to encourage responsible dog ownership; 
and 

• Signage to be considered outlining the rules of the playpark.  

 
8837 Information Reports 

 
There were no reports to bring to this meeting.  
 

 
The meeting ended at 9p.m.  

 
      

Signed................................................... 
 
 

Date............................................……... 


