
ST. NICHOLAS HURST PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, SCHOOL ROAD, HURST 

ON MONDAY 8th July 2019 AT 7.30 p.m. 
 

PRESENT:    Councillors W. Smith (in the Chair), 
Curry, Holdstock, Larkin,  
Mansfield, Pilgrim, I Smith and Stephenson. 
 

  OFFICERS:   Mrs. M. Bradshaw (Clerk). 
    
 
8851     Apologies for Absence 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Lyon. 
 
 

8852 Prejudicial Interest 
 

 There were no prejudicial interests to declare. 
 
 
8853 Vacancy for a Parish Councillor 
 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Sam Turvey to the meeting who applied to be co-
opted onto the Parish Council so filling the current advertised vacancy for a 
Councillor covering the Village Ward.  The Clerk confirmed that no other 
applications had been received.  Councillor Curry proposed that Mr Turvey be 
duly elected – her proposal was seconded by the Chairman. Councillor Turvey 
joined the table. The Clerk gave Councillor Turvey acceptance of office and 
declaration of interest forms for completion and return to her.    

 
 
8854 Minutes 

 
The Minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd June 2019 were approved as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
 
8855 Matters Arising 
  
 The following matters were noted: 
 

• Councillor Larkin had sought three quotes and had arranged for the repairs 
to the allotment gate post to be undertaken; 

 

• Councillor Stephenson reported that some of the Parish verges are in 
need of further cutting back – sight lines are obscured in places; and 



• Councillor Stephenson recommended that larger signage indicating “no 
through road” be considered for Lines Road.  Councillor Mansfield 
confirmed that he is currently undertaking traffic surveys down this road 
and will report upon findings.  It was noted that any further traffic surveys 
should not be undertaken during the school summer holidays as this would 
be unrepresentative of normal traffic volumes.  

 
RESOLVED: the Chairman to further discuss cutting schedules with WBC so 
ensuring that sight lines are clear.  
 
 
Public Forum 
 

8856 There were no members in the public forum. 
 

 
8857 Planning Applications 

 
Members discussed the applications attached to these Minutes.  They had no 
adverse comments with regards to applications 191083, 190920 and 190921.  
Members had no comments regarding application 191141 but an observation was 
made.  They objected to applications 191342 and 191236.  
 
Councillor Larkin updated members regarding current appeals.  He noted that the 
Parish Council stands by its previously submitted comments with regards to the 
Lodge Road appeal.  No more comments would be submitted regarding The Old 
Rose Garden, Orchard Road – previous comments stand.  It was noted that an 
informal hearing will take place on the 8th October 2019 regarding Cartref Farm.  
 
RESOLVED:  

• the Clerk to communicate the Parish Council’s planning comments to WBC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8858 Finance 
 

The following accounts were presented for approval this month: 
 

 
 
The Chairman confirmed that the Clerk had chased WBC for a pipeline indication 
as to pending CIL monies and when the Parish Council was likely to receive.  At 
present, no definite answer can be provided.  
 
RESOLVED: the accounts were approved for this month. 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8859 Neighbourhood Planning Update 

The Chairman confirmed that the next meeting of the Neighbourhood Planning 
Working Group would be held on the 15th July 2019. At the most recent Hurst 
Village Society (HVS) meeting, feedback had been received from St Nicholas CE 
Primary School stating that they had not been consulted with regarding the 
neighbourhood planning process.  The Clerk confirmed that they had been invited 
to the open consultation in October 2018, along with all other major stakeholders 
and businesses.  They had declined to attend. The Chair of Governors has now 
been invited to address the Working Group meeting on the 15th July 2019 and has 
confirmed his attendance.   

 

8860 Community Speedwatch 

Councillor Stephenson confirmed that he had spoken with Sergeant Mark Smith 
from Thames Valley Police (TVP) regarding the recent Church Hill petition.  He 
was disappointed to report that the police were unsupportive.  To this end, 
Councillor Stephenson had asked Sergeant Smith to put in writing to the Parish 
Council TVP’s reasons for not supporting a reduction in the speed limit on Church 
Hill.  To date, no response has been received and it was noted that Sergeant 
Smith retires imminently.  Members were disappointed at this outcome and 
concluded that the local Member for Parliament, the press and residents need to 
become involved.  

The Chairman confirmed that he had now received the “smiley face” vehicle 
activated sign and was working with Councillor Mansfield to get it operational 
within the Parish.  

RESOLVED: Councillor Stephenson to chase Sergeant Smith for a response.  

 

8861 Davis Street Playpark 

There was no additional update from the previous meeting – until such time the 
likely expenditure on Church Hill is known, redevelopment of Davis Street 
Playpark remains on hold.  The Chairman reported that two benches have been 
ordered for the park. 

 

8862 Commemorative bench for St Nicholas Churchyard 

The Clerk confirmed that she had contacted the church regarding the positioning 
of a commemorative bench. The church was very receptive to this and also asked 
for the Parish Council’s support in restoring damage to the war memorial – 
namely, missing letters.  It was also pointed out to the Parish Council that the 
responsibility lies with them for war memorial restoration and maintenance.  



Members agreed that they were very happy for the Church to seek a quote for the 
damage to be repaired.   

In addition, the Chairman reported that the large tree stump, which obscures the 
area where the commemorative bench would potentially be positioned, should be 
removed.  A stump grinding expert will be contacted for a quote.  

RESOLVED: 

The Clerk to arrange a quote for the stump grinding and source a bench; and 

The Church to seek a quote for repairs to the war memorial.  

 
8863 Correspondence 

 
Community Orchard 

 
The Chairman confirmed that a meeting would take place at the community 
orchard this coming Saturday to discuss signage, bins and wild flower beds.  
Councillors Pilgrim and Stephenson agreed to attend.  In addition, the Chairman 
reported that he had been contacted by a parishioner asking if the Parish Council 
would be receptive to placing a bee log hive in the community orchard. Members 
agreed that this could be considered.  However, the wild flowers would have to 
come first.  

 
 Martineau Green  
 

Members discussed whether dogs should be on leads on Martineau Green or if 
indeed it should be a dog free area.  It was concluded that residents should be 
consulted with and asked their opinions.  In the meantime, a new dog bin has 
been purchased for Martineau Green and appropriate signage drafted.  The bin 
and new signs will be installed over the Summer break. 

 
Councillor Curry noted that the playing fields were looking particularly well cut and 
maintained since the introduction of the new Grounds Maintenance Contractor, 
SCS.  She asked for her thanks to be noted and passed on. 

 
It was noted that weeds are coming through the ground within the childrens’ play 
area.  SCS to be asked to clear.  

 
RESOLVED: the Clerk to: 

 

• write to all residents of Martineau Lane asking their opinions regarding dogs on 
the green;  

• thanks to be passed on to SCS for their excellent work; and 

• SCS to be asked to remove weeds in the childrens’ play area.   
 
 
 
 



Village Pond 
 
It was noted that the village pond is very cloudy and would benefit from some 
appropriate planting or treatment which would help clear and re-oxygenise it. 
Barley straw and pond mint were suggested and the Clerk agreed to seek 
professional advice from SCS.  
 
RESOLVED: the clerk to contact SCS regarding appropriate treatment for the 
pond.  

 
 

St Nicholas Night 
 

Councillor Curry suggested that it would be nice to invite the children from St 
Nicholas CE Primary school to sing at St Nicholas Night alongside the St Nicholas 
Singers.  Members agreed that this would be a very good idea.  

 
 

8864 Information Reports 
 

There were no reports to bring to this meeting.  
  

 
 
The meeting ended at 8.45 p.m.   
 
 
Signed................................................... 

 
 

Date............................................……... 


